
“Let us not become 
weary in doing good, 

for at the proper 
time we will reap a 

harvest if we do not 
give up.”

Galatians 6:9

On September 22nd we celebrate the annual Harvest Festival which reminds 

us all the good things God has given us.  Although celebrating Harvest Festival 

goes back centuries the tradition of celebrating it in churches began in 1843 

when the Reverend Robert Hawker of Morwenstow parish in Cornwall invited 

his parishioners to join in a special thanksgiving service for the harvest and so 

begun the annual custom of decorating churches with home grown produce for 

the Harvest Festival Celebration.  As we celebrate all that God has provided 

us please have in your prayers our extended family in the orphanages of India 

Hope.  To provide a bowl of rice for each child and helpers we need 2,400 kg of 

rice a day!  That is 96 bags of 25kg daily.  Each bag of rice cost £13 – could you 

sponsor a bag of rice a month and help feed 200 children?

We have had heavy rain the last few weeks which has slowed work on the boy’s 

hostel but as the rains have eased, we can carry on work.  We have completed 

plinth beams level and have all the materials on site ready to carry on the build.  

The Technical school has already started, and the classes are running with some 

of the boys sleeping in the church and others in the classrooms.  They are very 

happy to wait until the new facility is complete to move into.

Harvest Festival – 22nd Sept

Update on the Technical School Hostel

This month we have a bumper 

edition of news due to holidays in 

August.  Firstly, thank you each one 

of you for your continued support 

of Pastor Jacob and your prayers 

and support for the children, 

their school supplies and for the 

Technical school permission.   We 

really could not do what we do 

without your love, support and 

prayers.  Thank you so much and 

God bless you.

The Trustees

A word from 
the Trustees
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• Pray for Jacob and his team, that 

God will continue to guide and 

provide for them.

• We are always in need of more 

sponsors for children out of our 

6,500 children we currently only 

have a third of them sponsored on 

a monthly basis.

• Instead of sponsoring a child, 

sponsor a rice bag every month 

which would cost about £13 

Pounds for 25 Kilos rice and would 

feed 200 people or just do a one of 

donation.

• We are in need a water purification 

machine for Hyderabad children 

home to purify about 5000 Lt, of 

drinking water every day.  With 

all the equipment and tools, and 

construction would cost about 

£4,000 Pounds to install one but 

would provide clean drinking water 

to thousands of people

• Tell your friends and family about 

us, show them the newsletter, ask 

people to shop via Easyfundraising, 

it doesn’t cost the individual any 

money but raises funds directly for 

the charity.

How you can help

To continue the 10 year birthday celebrations 

of our charity shop Seek & Find in Northern 

Ireland, they have arranged a concert with 

the fantastic BCGC.  Why don’t you have 

a weekend break in Ireland to do a bit of 

shopping and then enjoy some toe tingling full 

out gospel singing.  I guarantee it is a concert 

not to miss!  

Staying with our friends in Northern Ireland we 

have got to send out a big shout out to Thelma 

and er walkers for raising a fantastic £2,577.25 

on their annual 16 mile canal walk with the 

funds going specificall to the mobile medical 

clinic.

Celebration Presents an evening with the

Gospel Choir 
Belfast Community

Come and join us for a toe tapping, 
spine tingling sing along of pure gospel joy

Saturday 16th November   |   Newry Town Hall   |   7:30pm

Tickets can be purchased from 
Seek & Find Charity Shop

18 Mary Street, Newry, BT34 2AA 
Tel: 07955 739387

We sell quality second hand goods and are part of the India Hope charity a non-profit 
organisation supporting orphans and leprosy sufferers in India.  

Charity No: 1107428   Shop address: 18 Mary Street, Newry, BT34 2AA  Tel: 07955 739387

www.indiahope.org

@seekandfindindia

£10
Tickets only

each



I thought it would be hard not 

communicating with home.  I 

also thought that it would be 

challenging in different ways 

such as the things that I would 

see as well as being with a group 

of people that I didn’t know.  But 

I was excited about going out 

there and seeing the work that 

was being done as well as seeing 

India for what it was truly like 

rather than the tourist side of it.

Fair to say I have had my 

years’ supply of rice, curry and 

bananas—so I very politely 

turned down mums offer of 

savoury rice for dinner on 

Friday.  Overall though it’s not 

as bad as you think. 

The Church

You can see how much 

enthusiasm they have when 

praising God. They were thankful 

just to have a building, so they 

have somewhere to praise God. 

They opened a water-well and 

a toilet in the church premises 

so when people from the village 

come to use the facilities they can 

use it as an opportunity to share 

the good news of Jesus Christ.  

Every church we went to 

was full to the brim, there 

were even people outside 

joining in.

Orphanages

We saw a variety of different 

orphanages ranging in size and 

location.  The children were so, 

so, happy to receive gifts even if 

it was something small like a pen 

or a toothbrush. One child I think 

had never seen a tennis ball and 

tried to eat it.  These children 

only have the basic things in 

life—all their worldly possessions 

are in a trunk and some sleep 

on the floor, but they are still so 

thankful. There is still so much 

that could be done for them

Lepers

I was pre-warned that this 

visit could be quite difficult, 

but it was easier than I thought 

it would be.  It is sad that these 

sufferers are segregated from 

the rest of the village. But its 

heart-warming 

to see the 

community 

that they 

have built for 

themselves. 

They are 

all very self-

sufficient and even 

though daily tasks can be much 

harder when they are missing 

fingers, hands or even legs they 

still make the most of what they 

have.

How did you feel when 
you saw the orphan chil-
dren?

They have the biggest smiles you 

have ever seen—and you can’t 

help but smile back at them.  It 

was quite overwhelming when 

you saw how many orphans there 

were, they just kept appearing. 

One orphanage had 1500 

children—it was just mad seeing 

all these children, knowing they 

didn’t have a family that could 

support them.  But they were 

all well-mannered, respectful 

and polite. Quite sad how young 

some of them looked. 

Would you go again?

Without a doubt. I would love to 

go again but it would have to be 

in a few years, so I could see the 

differences in what 

I have already 

seen. I would 

urge anyone 

to seriously 

consider 

going, it might 

not be as bad as 

you think!

Lots of people looking 

at us, how loud it 

was and how hot 

it was.  When I got 

to the orphanage, 

I couldn’t quite 

believe what I was 

seeing, so many more 

children than I thought.  But also, 

how crazy Indian drivers are.

I wasn’t expecting to be travelling 

as much as we did, there 

were many hours spent in the 

minibus. Loud—lots of beeping, 

sometimes I think just for the 

sake of beeping.  Anything really 

goes, you never fully get used 

to it—always seeing something 

new that would surprise you—18 

people in one tuk tuk, brushing 

teeth, on the phone, carrying a 

goat and that’s not even half of it.

Expectations 
before travel?

Say something about 
the food

First 
impressions?

What was the 
travelling like?

Our trip to India Reverend Paul Carter speaking with Emma
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